Sling distress: a subanalysis of the IVS tapes from the SUSPEND trial.
To study the incidence of erosions and tape infections following the use of intravaginal slingplasty (IVS) treatment for stress urinary incontinence after the SUSPEND trial period of 30 months. This subanalysis was carried out because of concerns regarding high percentage of delayed sling erosions and infections during follow up of the patients who participated in the trial. The subanalysis patient group consisted of all IVS patients drawn from the SUSPEND randomised control trial that compared the safety and efficacy of three types of suburethral slings, TVT, SPARC and IVS, for the treatment of urodynamic stress incontinence. A total of 62 patients were reviewed during this study conducted from April 2002 to May 2003. Continence was achieved in 88% the patients. A total of eight (13%) sling erosions were found requiring sling removal. Forty-eight (77.4%) patients were followed up at 12 months with one case of erosion (1.7%). Twenty-nine (46.8%) of the 62 patients were followed up between 12 and 34 months, and seven cases of sling erosions were diagnosed. One patient had purulent suprapubic sinus, five patients had foul-smelling discharge, and one had recurrent urinary tract infection associated with pain and discharge. After the slings were removed the patients had no further symptoms. However, three of them had recurrent stress urinary incontinence. The delayed presentation of the sling erosion from this subanalysis is a concern, and pelvic reconstructive surgeons using IVS need to be aware of the delayed presentations we found in our cohort of patients.